
 
 

 

 
 
 
Meeting 
 

Council 
 

Date and Time 
 

Thursday, 30th November, 2023 at 7.00 pm. 

Venue 
 

Council Chamber, Castle Hill, Winchester SO23 8UL.  A live 
video stream of this meeting will be available from 
YouTube.com/WinchesterCC 

 
 

S U P P L E M E N T A R Y   A G E N D A 
 
 
The attached document, relating to the agenda item below was not available at the 
time the agenda was published. 
 
Agenda Item. 
 

7.   To consider and determine the following Recommended Minute of Cabinet 
held 21 November 2023 - 59 Colebrook Street – Refurbishment and 
Conversion to Shared Accommodation for use by Ukrainian and Afghanistan 
Guests (CAB3433) (Pages 3 - 4) 

   

 RECOMMENDED: 
 
That Cabinet recommends Council:  
 
That a capital budget of £610,000 to refurbish 59 Colebrook Street to provide 
temporary homeless accommodation be approved, funded by £250k grant 
from HCC, £206k grant from LAHF, and £154k of prudential borrowing. 
 
 
 

 
 
City Offices 
Colebrook Street 
Winchester 
SO23 9LJ 
 

Laura Taylor 
Chief Executive 

Public Document Pack



All of the Council’s publicly available agendas, reports and minutes are available to 

view and download from the Council’s Website and are also open to inspection at the 

offices of the council.  As part of our drive to minimise our use of paper we do not 

provide paper copies of the full agenda pack at meetings. We do however, provide a 

number of copies of the agenda front sheet at the meeting which contains the QR Code 

opposite. Scanning this code enables members of the public to easily access all of the 

meeting papers on their own electronic device. Please hold your device’s camera or 

QR code App over the QR Code so that it's clearly visible within your screen and you 

will be redirected to the agenda pack. 

 

 
28 November 2023 
 
Agenda Contact: David Blakemore, Democratic Services Team Manager 
Tel: 01962 848217   Email: dblakemore@winchester.gov.uk 

https://democracy.winchester.gov.uk/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1


  

CABINET 
 

21 November 2023 
 

Minute Extract 
 

 
1. 59 COLEBROOK STREET – REFURBISHMENT AND CONVERSION TO 

SHARED ACCOMMODATION FOR THE USE OF UKRAINIAN AND 
AFGHANISTAN GUESTS  
(CAB3433 refers) 
 

 
Councillor Westwood introduced the report emphasising the demand for 
single occupancy accommodation for Ukrainian guests, particularly with the 
lack of guarantee for government funding for host families beyond April 2024.  
The proposal also offered a good investment for the council in the longer 
term. 
 
Ian Tait spoke during public participation as summarised briefly below. 
He considered that the capital sum required to refurbish the property 
appeared excessive given that it had only been empty for a few years and had 
been used as a house in multiple occupation (HMO) prior to this. He 
suggested it might offer better value to sell the property and buy an alternative 
house. He mentioned examples of other council owned properties that had 
remained empty for a number of years and expressed concern that the 
council was not effectively managing its assets and its approach lacked 
consistency. 
 
At the invitation of the Leader, Councillors Lee and Horrill addressed Cabinet 
as summarised briefly below. 
 
Councillor Lee 
He welcomed the proposal to provide temporary shared accommodation, 
recognising the need.  He asked what the refurbishment standard would be?  
He also requested that Cabinet consider changing the procurement 
requirements generally to specify refurbishment products with a lesser carbon 
impact. 
 
Councillor Horrill 
She welcomed the proposal to make additional accommodation available.  
However, she suggested that the council’s approach to HMOs appeared to be 
inconsistent, mentioning another council owned property in Eastgate Street.  
In addition she queried the council’s proposals for a newly renovated property 
at 163 The Broadway which was currently empty?  She also requested 
clarification regarding the provision for ongoing repairs of 59 Colebrook 
Street. 
 
Councillor Westwood responded to the points raised above.  It was clarified 
that the council also owned the freehold of the sites surrounding 59 Colebrook 
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Street and it was not therefore considered financially prudent to sell one 
property in isolation.  The refurbishment would be undertaken to EPC ‘C’ 
standard in line with the “fabric first” retrofit programme.  Councillor Westwood 
noted Councillor Lee’s request for a change to the procurement rules for 
further consideration outside of the meeting.  He advised that Barnes House 
was considered under report CAB3432 below and also agreed to make further 
enquiries with officers regarding the other two properties mentioned by 
Councillor Horrill.   
 
The Strategic Director responded regarding the provision for repairs which 
was set out in Appendix 1 to the report and also clarified that decisions on 
different properties were taken in order to ensure the best return to the council 
on its assets.  The Strategic Director also advised that the property 163 High 
Street was in the process of being let.  
 
Councillor Westwood responded to questions from Cabinet Members. 
 
Cabinet agreed to the following for the reasons set out in the report and 
outlined above. 
 

RECOMMENDED (TO COUNCIL): 
 

1. That a capital budget of £610,000 to refurbish 59 
Colebrook Street to provide temporary homeless accommodation be 
approved, funded by £250k grant from HCC, £206k grant from LAHF, 
and £154k of prudential borrowing. 
 
RESOLVED: 

 
That subject to Council approval of the budget: 

2. That capital expenditure of up to £610,000 be approved 
to refurbish 59 Colebrook Street to provide temporary homeless 
accommodation. 

 
3. That authority be delegated to the Strategic Director 

(responsible for Housing) to approve the tender evaluation model.  
 

4. That authority be delegated to the Strategic Director 
(responsible for Housing) to appoint the preferred contractor(s) following 
a competitive procurement process.   

 
 

5. That authority be delegated to the Service Lead 
(Estates): to enter into all relevant agreements, to negotiate the 
contractual agreements and see them to completion to enable the 
conversion and refurbishment contract to be executed.  
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